[Hearing aids in the elderly. Why is the accommodation so difficult?].
PRELIMINARY REMARKS: The acceptance of hearing-aids by elderly people is generally poor. Hearing loss on the other hand increases with age, and the ability to communicate,especially in random noise, diminishes. Audiometric data on 331 individuals older than 60 years were collected. Sixty people between 15 and 30 and 86 people between 31 and 60 years acted as controls. Tympanograms, hearing thresholds, speech audiometry and dichotic hearing as well as binaural masking level differences and otoacustic emissions for eight frequencies were measured. Hearing aid status was also determined. Our data show more hearing deficits at low frequencies as indicated in the literature. Presbycusis is present solely in the internal ear in 11.5-27.7%, in central hearing structures in 3.8-21.4%, but mainly in all parts of the auditory pathway 50.9-84.6% of cases. Only 15.3% of patients needing hearing aids were actually provided with them. Hearing decreases with age but some older people have completely normal hearing. Therefore, a physiological presbycusis does not exist. There are deficits in the inner ear as well as in the central auditory structures which should be determined by audiometric diagnosis. Hearing aid supply should be carefully regulated and audiotherapy carried out.